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Mission Statement 

     The mission of the Schuylkill County Local Emergency Planning 
Committee(LEPC) is to protect and serve all the citizens of the County by 
promoting hazardous materials safety for all sectors of the community. The LEPC 
is a group of community representatives from the disciplines of business & 
industry, elected officials, emergency management & 911, emergency medical 
services & public health, environmental, faith-based & non-profit, fire & 
hazardous materials, law enforcement, municipal authority & government,  
media & public relations, planning, private citizen, school, colleges & universities, 
and volunteer. 
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Landmark Hazardous Material Laws and Regulations 

 

     In the 1980s, Americans were becoming increasingly aware of the hazardous 

chemicals in their workplaces and communities. During that decade, several landmark 

laws and regulations were passed in favor of community and workplace right-to-know 

movements. Key legislation includes the following:  

Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) 

of 1980, later known as the Superfund Act. For more information on CERCLA visit: 

www.epa.gov/superfund/policy/cercla.htm 

Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) 29 CFR 1910.1200 - Hazard 

Communication https://www.osha.gov/law-regs.html  this standard went into effect in 

1985.  

Superfund Amendment and Reauthorization Act (SARA) of 1986. Title III of SARA 

consists of the Emergency Planning and Community Right to Know Act (EPCRA). For 

more information, visit: http://www.epa.gov/superfund/policy/sara.htm 

 

EPCRA & SARA Title III 

     The Federal Emergency Planning and Community Right to Know Act (EPCRA) was 

passed by Congress in 1986 and required annual inventory reporting from facilities 

having amounts above a threshold quantity of hazardous material.  

     EPCRA was passed following the tragic events of December 1984, when a 

poisonous gas was released in Bhopal, India killing thousands. In August 1985, the 

same chemical was released from a plant in Institute, West Virginia and caused the 

hospitalization of 135 people, prompting Congress to act. EPCRA ensures that 

Americans are educated about hazardous chemicals in their community and prepared 

to respond in the event of a chemical release. For more information, visit: 

www.epa.gov/oem/content/lawsregs/epcraover.htm 

      EPCRA was included as Title III of the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization 

Act (SARA) and is sometimes referred to as SARA Title III. EPCRA provides for the 

collection and availability of information regarding the use, storage, production, and 

release of hazardous chemicals to the public and emergency responders in your 

communities. The law promotes a working relationship among government at all levels, 
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business and community leaders, environmental and other public interest organizations, 

and individual citizens to improve hazard communication and emergency planning. 

 

Pennsylvania Act 165 

     The Hazardous Material Emergency Planning and Response Act (Act 1990-165) was 

enacted December 7, 1990, and became effective 60 days thereafter. This legislation, 

hereafter to be referred to as Act 165, established several fees which were to terminate 

10 years after the effective date of the Act unless reestablished by the General 

Assembly by statute. Pursuant thereto an amendment was enacted December 20, 

2000, and became effective February 18, 2001 to re-establish the fees. This 

amendment also made minor revisions to the Act, the most significant being reduction 

of the time frame in which chemical facilities are required to report the presence of 

hazardous chemicals on site from within 30 days after receipt, as required by federal 

statute, to five business days as required by Pennsylvania 

The Pennsylvania Hazardous Materials Emergency Planning and Response Act 

formalized compliance with the federal Superfund Amendment and Reauthorization Act 

(SARA, Title III) which mandates the establishment of a chemical safety program to 

include planning for possible spills and releases of hazardous chemicals, and for 

making available information regarding potential hazards to those who may be affected. 

     Additionally, Act 165 created the State Hazardous Material Response Fund, and 

directed the creation of a Hazardous Material Emergency Response Account in each 

county. These funding sources, have provided the primary means by which the 

statewide chemical safety program is funded. The Act defines the power and duties of 

the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Council, the Pennsylvania Emergency 

Management Agency (PEMA), the counties and the local governments. The 

Pennsylvania Emergency Management Council augmented by the Secretary of Labor 

and Industry, is designated the State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) which 

is required by SARA, Title III. PEMA is designated as the primary agent for the Council, 

responsible for performing the functions and duties of the Council established under Act 

165. PEMA is required to staff and operate a 24-hour state emergency operations 

center to provide effective emergency response coordination for all types of natural and 

man-made disaster emergencies. Further, Act 165 establishes immunity from civil 

liability for emergency responders and provides for the imposition of civil and criminal 

penalties against those who fail to comply with the requirements of the Act. It fulfills 

critical needs of the emergency management community by defining obligations, 
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liabilities, and penalties, and by directing the establishment of training standards and a 

certification program for the formation of hazardous material response teams. 

 

State Emergency Response Commission 

     The federal Emergency Planning and Community Right-To-Know Act of 1986, 

commonly referred to as SARA, Title III, required that the Governor of each State 

appoint a State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) to supervise and coordinate 

the activities of Local Emergency Planning Committees (LEPC), and to establish 

procedures for receiving and processing requests from the public for information 

regarding hazardous substances in the community.  

     Pursuant to this federal legislation, Pennsylvania enacted the Hazardous Material 

Emergency Planning and Response Act which was signed on December 7, 1990, and is 

commonly referred to as Act 1990-165. By this Act, the Pennsylvania Emergency 

Management Council augmented by the Secretary of Labor and Industry was 

designated as the State Emergency Response Commission for Pennsylvania. 

     Act 165 greatly expanded on the duties and responsibilities of the SERC as originally 

designated by SARA, Title III. Section 201(f) states, “The Council shall supervise the 

Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency (PEMA) as its primary agent 

responsible for performing the functions and duties of the Council established under this 

act.” The powers and duties of the Council enumerated in Act 165 are: 

(1) Carry out all of the duties and responsibilities of a State emergency response 

commission as specified in SARA, Title III.  

(2) Promulgate as provided by law any rules and regulations necessary to carry out and 

implement this act and SARA, Title III.  

(3) Develop Commonwealth agency contingency plans relating to the implementation of 

this act and SARA, Title III.  

(4) Provide guidance and direction to counties for the implementation of this act and 

SARA, Title III.  

(5) Supervise the operation of local committees and ensure that local committees meet 

all Federal and Commonwealth standards and requirements as provided by law.  

(6) Develop a Commonwealth comprehensive hazardous material safety program.  
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(7) Delegate authority and assign primary responsibility to the Department of Labor and 

Industry for receiving, processing and managing hazardous chemical information forms 

and data, trade secrets and public information requests under this act and in 

coordination with the act of October 5, 1984 (P.L.734, No.159), known as the Worker 

and Community Right-to-Know Act. Emphasis should be given to electronically 

processing the information reported under this act to maximize its use in emergency 

response and to enhance its availability to the public.  

(8) Delegate authority and assign responsibility to the Department of Environmental 

Protection and the Department of Health for providing technical advice and assistance 

consistent with established departmental responsibilities in the alleviation of public 

health and environmental hazards associated with hazardous material releases or 

threatened releases of hazardous materials, including, but not limited to, dispatching 

emergency response personnel to accident sites during emergency situations when 

requested by PEMA. This act shall not affect any existing authority these agencies have 

to respond to hazardous material releases.  

(9) Prescribe duties and responsibilities for Commonwealth agencies, counties and local 

emergency planning committees to conduct comprehensive emergency management 

activities consistent with this act.  

(10) Prescribe standards for hazardous material response team training or certification, 

the equipping of hazardous material response team units and other matters involving 

hazardous material response activities.  

(11) Develop a public information, education, and participation program for the public 

and facility owners covering the requirements of this act and the Worker and 

Community Right-to-Know Act and interpretation of the chemical information collected 

under this act and the risks those chemicals pose to public health and environment.  

(12) Develop a mechanism or guidelines for the use of local emergency planning 

committees to act as boards of arbitration for resolving cost recovery disputes 

concerning those costs defined in section 210 (c) {“response costs”} that arise between 

a person who causes a release of a hazardous material and the organizers of any 

certified hazardous material response teams and/or emergency service organizations 

that responded to the hazardous material release.  

(13) Do all other acts and things necessary for the exercise of the powers and duties of 

the council and for the implementation of this act and SARA, Title III.  
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SARA, TITLE III and ACT 165: An Overview 

     On October 17, 1986, President Reagan signed into law the Superfund Amendments 

and Reauthorization Act of 1986 (SARA). One part of the SARA provisions is Title III: 

the Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act of 1986 (EPCRA). Title III 

established requirements for Federal, State and local governments, and industry 

regarding emergency planning and community right-to-know reporting on hazardous 

chemicals. This legislation builds upon the Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA's) 

Chemical Emergency Preparedness Program (CEPP), numerous state and local 

programs aimed at helping communities meet their responsibilities in regard to potential 

chemical emergencies, and the nationwide efforts of the Chemical Manufacturers 

Association.  

     Pennsylvania’s Hazardous Material Emergency Planning and Response Act 1990-

165 (Act 165) implements the federal Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-

Know Act (SARA, Title III). Act 165 creates a strong working relationship and 

partnership between business and industry, the Commonwealth, and its counties and 

municipalities to protect and safeguard the citizens and the environment from the effects 

of accidental hazardous materials spills and releases. 

     SARA, Title III has four major segments: Emergency Planning (Sections 301 and 

303), Notification Requirements (Sections 302 and 304), Community Right-To-Know 

reporting requirements (Sections 311 and 312), and Toxic Chemical Release Reporting 

(Section 313). Other sections of this law provide for confidentiality of trade secrets 

(Section 322), public access to all reported information from facilities and emergency 

response plans (Section 324), and stringent enforcement provisions (Section 325). 

 

SARA, Title III vis-à-vis Act 165 

a. Title III Section 301 requires the governor of each State to establish a State 

Emergency Response Commission (SERC), to establish emergency planning districts, 

and to establish Local Emergency Planning Committees (LEPC). Act 165, Section 201 

designates the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Council as the State Emergency 

Response Commission; Section 202 designates each county as an emergency planning 

district; and Section 203 requires each county to establish one Local Emergency 

Planning Committee, increases the membership over that required by Title III, and 

establishes the duties of the committees.  

b. Title III Section 303 requires each Local Emergency Planning Committee to prepare 

an emergency plan and provides instructions on what the plan is to contain. Act 165 
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Section 203 requires a separate off-site emergency response plan for each facility 

where extremely hazardous chemicals are present at or above the EPA-established 

threshold planning quantity. These plans are to be prepared by the LEPCs in 

cooperation with the county emergency management agencies and the facilities for 

which these off-site emergency response plans are required.  

c. Title III Sections 302 and 303 and Act 165 Section 205 require the owner or operator 

of a facility which at any time during a year would have a substance designated as 

extremely hazardous by the EPA on its premises at or above the EPA-designated 

threshold planning quantity to notify the SERC of this fact and provide the LEPC with 

the name of a facility representative who will participate in the emergency planning 

process.  

d. Title III Section 304 requires that immediately upon release of a hazardous substance 

extending off the facility at or above the EPA-designated reporting quantity (RQ), the 

owner or operator of the facility must ensure a notification is made to the community 

emergency coordinator for the local emergency planning committee and to the state 

emergency planning commission. Act 165 Sections 205 and 206 specify the recipients 

of these notifications to be first, the county emergency management office 24-hour 

response number (9-1-1 Center), and second, the PEMA 24-hour response number 

(State Emergency Operations Center (SEOC)). With respect to transportation of 

hazardous substances, the notification requirements are satisfied by dialing 9-1-1, or in 

the absence of a 9-1-1 system, calling the operator.  

e. Title III Section 311 requires that Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) and Section 

312 requires that emergency and hazardous chemical inventory forms be submitted to 

the appropriate LEPC, the SERC, and the fire department with jurisdiction over the 

facility. Act 165 Section 205 designates the Department of Labor and Industry as the 

repository for these documents at the State level.  

f. Title III Section 313 requires that owners or operators of facilities that have 10 or more 

full time employees and that are in Standard Industrial Classification Codes 20 through 

39 that use 10,000 pounds or manufacture 25,000 lbs of toxic chemicals per year report 

releases during the year. These reports are intended to provide information to the 

federal, state, and local governments and the public, including citizens of communities 

surrounding the facilities. Act 165 Section 205 designates the Department of Labor and 

Industry as the repository for these documents at the State level.  

g. Title III Section 322 and Act 165 Section 211 address protecting the confidentiality of 

trade secrets.  
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h. Title III Section 324 mandates that each emergency response plan, material safety 

data sheet, list of chemicals grouped in categories of health and physical hazards, 

inventory form, toxic chemical release form, and follow-up emergency notice shall be 

made available to the general public during normal working hours. Although Act 165 

does not address this, the federal legislation pertains. Exceptions and specific 

guidelines apply.  

i. Title III Section 325 addresses significant federal administrative and criminal penalties 

in the enforcement of the legislation. Act 165 Section 303 addresses significant state 

and local penalties.  

     In other important aspects, Act 165 provides specific instructions on how all aspects 

of SARA, Title III are to be implemented in the Commonwealth, establishes a funding 

mechanism for a Statewide chemical safety program, directs the development of 

requirements for hazardous material response teams, permits the recovery of response 

costs resulting from hazardous materials spills, establishes authority for enforcement 

actions including penalties for non-compliance, and ensures immunity from civil liability 

for all personnel involved in any emergency service or response activity involving a 

hazardous material release.  

     The fees established by Act 165 were to terminate ten years after the effective date 

of the Act unless re-established by the General Assembly by statute. The 

reauthorization along with minor amendments was signed by the Governor on 

December 20, 2000. The most significant of the amendments was the requirement to 

report the receipt of hazardous materials at a facility within 5 working days as opposed 

to the original requirement to report within 60 days. 

 

Local Emergency Planning Committee 

     Section 203 of Act 165 specifies that at least one Local Emergency Planning 

Committee (LEPC) shall be established in each county. The local committee shall be 

subject to the supervision of the PA Emergency Management Council and shall 

cooperate with the county emergency management agency and the chemical facilities in 

preparing the required Offsite Emergency Response Plans. Members are appointed by 

the Council from nominees submitted by the governing body of the county.  

The LEPC shall be composed of the county emergency management coordinator, one 

county commissioner, and at least one person appointed from each of the following 

groups:  
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1. Elected officials representing local governments within the county;  

2. Law enforcement, first aid, health, local environmental, hospital and 

transportation personnel;  

3. Firefighting personnel;  

4. Civil defense and emergency management personnel;  

5. Broadcast and print media;  

6. Community groups not affiliated with emergency service groups;  

7. Owners and operators of facilities subject to the requirements of SARA, Title 

III.  

 

     The LEPC elects a chairperson from its members. The county emergency 

management coordinator provides administrative support to the LEPC and has the lead 

responsibility for ensuring that the plans and activities of the LEPC comply with Act 165; 

SARA, Title III; and other applicable statutes and laws.  

An LEPC has the duty and authority to:  

1. Make, amend and repeal bylaws and other procedures in order to carry out its 

duties;  

2. Take appropriate actions to ensure the implementation and updating of the 

local emergency response plans required by Act 165;  

3. Report to the Council on alleged violations of Act 165;  

4. Prepare reports, recommendations, or other information related to the 

implementations of Act 165 as requested by the Council;  

5. Meet, when appropriate, with any Commonwealth agency, or local or regional 

agency to discuss and review all mitigation factors necessary to protect the 

health, safety, and welfare of the general public from a potential release of 

hazardous materials from a proposed facility;  

6. Accept and deposit into its county Hazardous Material Emergency Response 

Account any grants, gifts, or other funds received which are intended for the 

purpose of carrying out Act 165.  
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Revenue 

     Act 165 established two funds, one at the county level known as the Hazardous 

Material Emergency Response (HMER) Account, and one at the state level known as 

the Hazardous Material Response Fund (HMRF). The county fund consists primarily of 

chemical and planning fees paid by the facilities and interest thereon, but may also 

include county, federal or State funds, grants, loans, penalties, and private donations. 

For each chemical reported on the Tier II report by March 1 of each year, there is a fee 

of payable to the county of $35 to $75 as established by county ordinance. Additionally, 

a fee established by county ordinance of up to $100 will be paid to the county by March 

1st each year by each facility requiring an off-site emergency response plan. 

Hazardous Materials Emergency Response Fund Reports 

     Each county is required by Act 165 to develop and update annually a report of 

"Hazardous Material Emergency Response Preparedness" (formerly called 

“Assessment”). This is an evaluation of the hazardous material threat to the county from 

both fixed facilities and transportation, the county's capability to respond, the short term 

and long term administrative and financial plan to maintain and improve the chemical 

safety program and the response capability, a statement of unmet needs, and a 

statement regarding an audit of the Hazardous Materials Emergency Response (HMER) 

Account. The Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) assists in the preparation 

of the county report. 

     Each county's report is reviewed by PEMA, the primary agent for the State 

Emergency Response Commission (SERC), and is approved on behalf of the SERC if it 

satisfactorily fulfills the above and any additional requirements PEMA may deem 

necessary. A major element of this document is an accounting of the Act 165 generated 

revenues in the Hazardous Material Emergency Response (HMER) Account. These 

funds are to be expended by the county in accordance with the spending plan outlined 

in the update, the provisions of Act 165, and the current Emergency Management 

Directive regarding Expenditure of Act 165 Generated Revenues at the County Level.  

Act 165 Facilities & Chemical Reporting 

Emergency Response Planning Facilities  

     SARA, Title III requires that an emergency plan be developed which includes 

procedures for response to releases of hazardous materials from chemical facilities. 

Pennsylvania had adopted a policy that requires the Local Emergency Planning 

Committees (LEPC) to prepare an off-site emergency response plan for each facility 
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that has one or more extremely hazardous substances (EHS) at or above EPA specified 

planning quantities.  

     SARA, Title III, Section 302, requires that any facility with one or more of the listed 

EHS in quantities at or greater than the Threshold Planning Quantity (TPQ) listed notify 

the State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) and the LEPC within 60 days 

after any change which would make the facility subject to planning requirements. Act 

165, as amended, reduces that time lag to five business days. 

Emergency and Hazardous Chemical Inventory (Form Tier II) Facilities:  

     SARA, Title III requires the owner/operator of any facility which is required to prepare 

and have available a Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) for a hazardous chemical 

under the Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970, and regulations promulgated 

under that Act, to prepare and submit an emergency and hazardous chemical inventory 

form to the appropriate LEPC and fire department with jurisdiction over the facility, and 

to the Council. Pennsylvania adopted the federal Emergency and Hazardous Chemical 

Inventory Form - Tier II. The Tier II is required annually by March 1 reporting for the 

preceding calendar year when the chemicals at the facility meet or exceed designated 

thresholds at any one time. For SARA, Title III Extremely Hazardous Substances (EHS), 

it is 500 pounds or the threshold planning quantity, whichever is less. For all other 

hazardous substances which require an MSDS, the threshold is 10,000 pounds. Public 

sector employers are excluded from this requirement. Six categories of hazardous 

substances are exempted: Food and Drug Administration (FDA)-regulated products; 

articles; household packaged products; substances used in research labs, hospitals or 

other medical facilities under the direct supervision of a technically qualified person; 

substances used in routine agriculture operations; and fertilizers held for sale by a 

retailer. 

 

Toxic Release Inventory (TRI) Facilities:  

     SARA, Title III and Act 165 require owners/operators of facilities in the manufacturing 

sector (i.e., facilities with Standard Industrial Classification Codes (SIC) 20 through 39), 

which employ 10 or more full-time employees and which manufacture or process 25,000 

pounds or more, or otherwise use 10,000 pounds or more, of any SARA Section 313-

listed toxic chemical in the course of a calendar year to file the Toxic Chemical Release 

Inventory form, also known as Form R. This form lists the amount of and methods by 

which toxic chemicals are released from a facility into the environment. Facilities must 

report the quantities of both routine and accidental releases of Section 313 chemicals, 

as well as the maximum amount of the Section 313 chemical on-site during the calendar 
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year and the amount contained in waste transferred off-site. The Department of 

Environmental Protection (DEP) is charged by the Council to analyze the TRI data to 

determine significance, if any, to the population and the environment. As these studies 

are produced and approved by Council, they are published and distributed. 

Hazardous Materials Emergency Response Capability 

     Act 165 places great emphasis on the capability of emergency organizations to 

respond to spills and releases of hazardous materials. SARA, Title III requires an 

information base regarding the nature and location of the chemical hazard and the 

requirement for off-site safety planning. The logical state extension of this knowledge is 

to develop a response capability to address the recognized hazards.  

     A major requirement of the counties under Section 209 of Act 165 is to select the 

type of hazardous material emergency response capability which best meets the needs 

of the county to protect the health and safety of the population and the environment. 

Three options were provided:  

1. Individually organize and operate a state-certified hazardous material 

response team.  

2. Contract or have formal agreements with a state-certified hazardous material 

response team.  

3. Participate as a member of a state regional hazardous material organization 

for the purpose of creating and organizing a state-certified hazardous material 

response team.  

     The Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency (PEMA), as the primary agent 

for the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Council, established a program to certify 

hazardous material response teams and set standards for training, equipment, safety, 

and operations. The Pennsylvania Emergency Management Directive D2004-1 of 

August 23, 2004, provided organizational and operational guidelines. The standards 

were patterned after those established by the United States OSHA regulation at 29 CFR 

1910.120. The EPA adopted the OSHA regulations in 40 CFR 311. The PEMA Directive 

also included applicable training and equipment guidance for response to terrorism 

weapons of mass destruction incidents.  

     Act 165 provides a number of benefits to state-certified hazmat response teams. 

These include cost recovery, protection from civil liability, grants to support training and 

equipment purchases, and consideration for reduced premiums for insurance. 
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Emergency Notification & Incidents 

     Since the passage of SARA, Title III, facilities which produce, use or store hazardous 

chemicals must notify the public through the county emergency dispatch center and the 

Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency (PEMA) if an accidental release of a 

hazardous substance meets or exceeds a designated reportable quantity (RQ), and 

affects or has the potential to affect persons and/or the environment outside the plant. 

SARA, Title III and Pennsylvania Act 165 also require a written follow-up report to 

PEMA and the county. These written follow-up reports are to include any known or 

anticipated health risks associated with the release, and actions to be taken to mitigate 

potential future incidents. They are maintained at the county and the state and are 

available to the public as part of the community right-to-know provisions of SARA, Title 

III and Act 165.  

     Section 204(a) (10) of Act 165 requires PEMA to staff and operate a 24-hour State 

emergency operations center to provide effective emergency response coordination, 

including the ability to receive and monitor the emergency notification reports required 

by the Act. This Operations Center serves to receive reports and coordinate responses 

to all types of significant incidents. 

 

Schuylkill County Local Emergency Planning Committee 

     LEPC responsibilities are essentially those established by SARA Title III, with 

additional specific requirements under Pennsylvania Act 165. In Pennsylvania, an offsite 

emergency response plan is required for each SARA planning facility. This plan 

becomes a supplement to the county emergency operations plan.  

History 

The Schuylkill County Board of Commissioners officially appointed the first members of 

the Schuylkill County LEPC on April 10, 1991. 

Membership & Organization 

     LEPC members are from within the community and play a crucial role in local 

planning and right-to-know programs. Among other things they are familiar with factors 

that affect public safety, the environment, and the local economy.  

     The Committee is established with a Chair and Vice-Chair and organized by the sub-

committees of training, public awareness, & planning. All meetings shall be open to the 

general public and scheduled on a quarterly basis.  
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The following Sub-Committees have been established Executive Board, Planning, 

Training, and Public Awareness. Sub-Committee meetings are scheduled on a quarterly 

basis.  

Role in the Community 

     Traditionally the role of the LEPC consists of partnering with state and local 

governments, businesses, and responders to enhance the following with regard to 

hazardous materials:  

• Prevention 

• Preparedness 

• Response and recovery 

• Planning 

• Exercising and training 

     LEPC’s give communities access to key information about hazardous substances. 

Companies are required to submit this information if they exceed designated reporting 

quantities. LEPC’s also work with companies to develop comprehensive emergency 

response plans.  

All-Hazards Planning & a Changing Role 

Since the Emergency Planning and Community Right to Know Act (EPCRA) was 

passed in 1986 U.S. Communities have faced new concerns, issues and challenges 

including the following emergencies:  

• 2001 World Trade Center Bombing  

• 2005 Hurricane Katrina  

• 2006 June Floods in Mid-Atlantic 

• 2011 Tropical Storm Lee 

• 2012 Hurricane Sandy  

 

     Faced with the changing dynamics of community preparedness many states and 

communities across the country are transitioning to an All-Hazards approach for their 
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LEPC’s. We are currently reorganizing to facilitate an “All-Hazards” approach to 

providing emergency preparedness, response and recovery advice across the County. 

Looking beyond hazardous materials and address all hazards that could threaten our 

communities. LEPC’s can provide a great forum for awareness and planning for all 

types of hazards because their membership represents a wide cross section of the 

community that would respond in a local emergency. Also, our mission already includes 

planning, training and conducting exercises.  

The key questions we need to ask when transitioning are: 

• How do keep LEPC members interested? 

• What skills and capabilities can our LEPC members contribute to the County’s 

emergency preparedness? 

• How do we organize our LEPC to keep members interested and take advantage 

of their capabilities and skills? 

• What All-Hazards plans should our LEPC consider assisting with? 

• Would our LEPC benefit from inviting other community groups to participate? 

As we consider switching to an All-Hazards approach, the most important thing is to 

evaluate how our LEPC can best serve our community. After all, LEPC stands for Local 

Emergency Planning Committee. 

 

 

 

 


